
Isaiah was a prophet to the nation of Israel as a whole, but was sent to Judah because it was to 
Judah and the House of David that God established His covenant to bring forth a Son who would 
rule over the whole earth forever (2 Samuel 7).  Tensions run throughout Isaiah as he calls the 
covenantal people to repent and turn back to the Lord, while also proclaiming judgment on both 
Israel and the nations for not adhering to the Lord’s ways and purposes.  These judgments 
escalate into the final judgment known as the Day of the Lord.  Amidst the proclamation of 
judgment, Isaiah reveals the Branch and Servant of the Lord who will not only cleanse Israel and 
the nations of inward sin, but also establish Israel as a servant nation to bless the whole earth. 
The first 39 chapters of Isaiah however delineate that judgment is upon both Israel and the 
nations of the earth.   !
The first five chapters lay out the foundational themes of Israel’s sin.  Even the ox knows its 
master, but the children of Israel does not know their Maker, Father, and Creator of the earth 
(1:3).  He is angry at their empty religious practices (1:11), yet promises to cleanse them and 
purge away all of their sins that they might walk in their eternal destiny (1:18-26).  Their calling 
as a nation to be God’s dwelling place and exalted above all nations is found in 2:1-4, and they 
are exhorted to walk in the light of that understanding (2:5).  But Israel is full of idolatry, turning 
to the gods of the nations rather than to Yahweh, their Maker (2:8).  The Lord’s response is to 
bring humility to the whole earth, exalting Himself,  that the nations would know He is the God 
of Israel and that His own nation would know He is God.  This is the Day of the Lord where all 
men will be humbled in the sight of the Lord and He alone will be exalted (2:17).  Isaiah gives a 
picture of Zion after the Day of the Lord where the Branch, who is later seen as the Lord’s 
Servant, will cover Jerusalem with a bridal canopy of love and glory (4:2-6).  Isaiah finishes this 
five chapter overview with a poetic version of what he has just stated, likening Israel to God’s 
choice vineyard that brought forth wild grapes and thus must be destroyed.   !
The Lord affirms His intentions to cleanse His people by personally encountering Isaiah in 
chapter six.  Isaiah receives a vision of the holiness of the Lord in the temple (6:1-5) and realizes 
that the God whom he professes he knows nothing of.  He understands that his nation, who is 
supposed to be a witness to the Lord amongst the nations, has not grasped the holiness of the 
One whom they worship.  Isaiah is undone and in despair at his own presumption, yet in the 
Lord’s kindness he cleanses Isaiah’s lips and commissions him to speak to the nation of Israel on 
His behalf (6:6-9).  The individual purging of Isaiah is a prophetic picture of what the Lord plans 
to do for the nation as a whole (2:24-26), but Isaiah’s message of judgment and revelation of the 
holiness of the Lord through the Branch (11-12) and Servant (42:1-9; 49:1-12; 50:4-9; 53:1-10) 
will serve to harden Israel, and thus bring them to utter desolation (6:11).  !
Historically, it was King Ahaz’s disbelief in the Lord’s protection from the threat of foreign 
invasion (7:1-13) which brought him to make alliances with Assyria and Egypt, ultimately 
leading to the downfall of the House of David and a rapid decline in the southern kingdom.  This 
posed a problem since the covenantal promises were given to the House of David.  If the House 
of David was not established, how could to promises of 2:1-4 be a reality?  Through Isaiah, the 
Lord lays forth the promise of Immanuel (7:14-16, 8:5-8).  He is  the Branch of the Lord who 



will bring back a believing remnant after Israel’s impending desolation from the nations as 
prophesied (10:20-22).  Israel will be oppressed by the Assyrian, yet the Branch will break their 
yoke (10:27), establish the nation by the anointing of the Spirit (11:1-2) and bring forth world 
peace through His righteous rulership (9:6-7; 11:4, 6-9).   !
While Israel will suffer judgment from the nations according to the Lord’s orchestration (9:8-9), 
He will also punish the nations for their ill-treatment of Israel and their pride (10:12).  Thus a key 
principle is revealed in Isaiah: God punishes His nation by raising up foreign enemies, but He is 
just to punish the nations for their sin as well.  The very instrument which He uses to judge His 
people will itself be judged.  Thus in chapters 13-23, Isaiah reveals the nations that throughout 
history have mistreated Israel.  Babylon, Philistia, Moab, Syria, and Egypt, Arabia and Tyre are 
all under the judgment of the Lord, which at once sounds good, yet it leaves Isaiah with little 
hope.  The very deliverance they are waiting for he realizes is in the context to a great distress 
upon the whole earth from the hands of a furious army (13:6-16).  This is the Day of the Lord.  
The very day he longs for causes him to travail in pain and fear (21:3).   !
The Day of the Lord is not merely a military onslaught, but also the earth shaking and trembling 
by the hand of God Himself (24:19).  The weight humanity’s sin lies heavy upon the earth and 
the earth gives way and perishes (24:20).  Yet even amidst the fear of this day, the Lord provides 
Isaiah with the promise of the eternal feast that awaits the faithful who walk upright (25:6-8).  
They understand that the terror of the armies that rage against Jerusalem and the shaking of the 
earth are God’s judgments to bring forth righteousness in the earth (26:7-9) as He establishes His 
chosen people and sets His King, the Branch of the Lord, in Zion.   !
In chapters 28-35 Isaiah peers in to Israel’s eschatological downfall and redemption through their 
current historical struggle with the nations.  Through foreign threat they have sought foreign 
alliances despite God’s promises to establish them forever.  The futility of their alliances is 
revealed throughout 30-31. Yet even at the end of the age, the leadership of Israel will lead the 
people into a covenant with the Antichrist, making another alliance just as they have in the past 
(28:14-15).  But the Lord will be faithful to break that covenant and bring deliverance (28:18). 
Despite Israel’s sin, they will have a king reigning in righteousness in Jerusalem which will 
result in everlasting peace and safety (32:1, 17).  This is once again placed in the context of the 
Day of the Lord (34:8); the nations demise is once again affirmed, and the treachery of Israel’s 
closest brother will be destroyed forever (34:1-7).  Isaiah continues to reveal however that 
despite the destruction of the Day of the Lord, He is doing it to establish His nation so that the 
Branch can rule from her in righteousness and restore the whole earth (35:1-10).   !
While the Assyrian oppressor from chapter 10 was a foreshadow of the end of the age oppressor 
known as the Antichrist, Judah historically suffered from the Assyrian superpower.  Israel had 
sought consolation from Egypt as seen in 30-31, yet the Lord was faithful to deliver His people 
from complete destruction as King Hezekiah turned to the Lord in intercession (37:36-38).  This 
serves as a prophetic picture of Israel’s future deliverance from the Antichrist.  Yet while 
Hezekiah responded to the Lord rightly against the Assyrian threat, he faltered by showing 



Babylon the riches of the Lord’s house (39:3-4).  Historically Israel would suffer exile from 
Babylon in 586 B.C. which also serves as a prophetic picture of the Day of the Lord and the 
future exile Israel will face. !
In the second section of Isaiah, he reveals the culminating restoration and deliverance of the 
earth through the word of the Lord’s Servant.   !
In chapters 40-48, Isaiah speaks of their impending Babylonian captivity and deliverance by the 
Lord’s anointed, Cyrus.  Cyrus becomes a prophetic picture of their end time deliverer, the 
Messiah and Servant of the Lord.  It is because of Israel’s continual rebellion that they have 
received continual judgment from the nations, and their cry is that God has forgotten them 
(40:27-28).  God counters this accusation by revealing that He has chosen them as His servant 
nation and He will always be with them (41:8-10).  From among His chosen servant nation, God 
calls them to look upon their Servant, the Elect One whom the Lord has anointed to bring justice 
to the whole earth (42:1-4).  The nations need judgment for their oppression of Israel, and Israel 
needs judgment for their sin, and it is God’s chosen Servant who will bring forth both.  He will 
be given as a covenant for the people and a light to the Gentiles (42:6-7).  The Day of the Lord 
however looms over Israel’s future, yet God promises that He will always be with them (43:1-2). 
Though He is silent now,  He is waiting for the day when He will break forth and vindicate His 
people and His name on the earth (42:13-17).  In chapters 45-48, Isaiah confirms that Israel will 
be released from the oppression of Babylon through Cyrus, God’s anointed deliverer (45:1-7).  
The gods of the nations will be seen as futile as God suddenly fulfills that which He spoke so 
many years ago (48:1-5), proving that He is God.   !
The whisper of the Lord’s Servant in 42 is affirmed in chapters 49-57, the promise of 1:18-21 
fulfilled in this Man.  Israel’s sin left their land desolate, and because of who Israel is called to be 
it affected the whole earth (1:7-8).  Thus as the Servant is revealed to take away sin, all of 
creation is called to sing (49:13).  Israel believes they are forgotten, even at the end of the age, 
but the manifestation of the Servant, the Arm of the Lord, who bears their internal oppression of 
sin (53:4) is the confirmation that He will also restore their land  and deliver them from their 
external oppressors (51:3, 7-16).  After the revelation of the Servant, they are called to respond in 
faith, knowing that this promise of future abundance is as sure as the lasting covenant God made 
with Noah thousands of years prior (54:9-10).  The Lord’s judgment is upon all nations, yet 
through the work of the Servant all are welcome to hear, respond, and come in to the covenantal 
blessings, enjoying an eternal dwelling in the house of the Lord (55-56).      !
The final section of Isaiah reveals the Servant as the conquering King who destroys the nations at 
the end of the age that come against Jerusalem (as previously prophesied of in 29:5-8). Isaiah 
again points to the sin of Israel and their empty religious practices (58:1-5), alluding to the fact 
that it is their sin that is separating them from God and causing foreign oppression.  Yes they are 
in need of an outer deliverance from the nations, but it is because of their inward sin that they are 
separated from God and thus not enjoying the covenantal blessings and promises (59:1-3).  Thus 
the Lord bears His Arm as second time.  The first time He was brought forth in lowliness, like a 



tender and unsuspecting root out of dry ground (53:2) to offer Himself as a sacrifice for His 
people’s sin (53:10).   Yet now He bears His arm and adorns Himself for battle to destroy His 
enemies (59:16-19).  As He comes, He treads down the peoples who have oppressed His nation 
like a grapes in a winepress (63:2-3).   When He comes in to Jerusalem, full of glory and the 
nations brought low, Jerusalem will become the praise and brightness of the earth (60:1-3).  The 
wealth of the nations will flow in to Jerusalem so that the Servant’s kingdom will be established, 
which was previously alluded to in chapters 11-12.  The Lord reveals that He will do this because 
He loves justice (61:8), and His plan has always been to dwell with His people in Zion and have 
them be the servant nation to the whole earth.  Thus in the Day of the Lord, (the destruction of 
the earth, the fury of the nations against Israel, and God’s judgment upon the nations), was 
necessary in order to bring all of creation into this reality.   !
Isaiah commissions all to enter in to calling forth the eternal destiny of Israel as it is the Lord’s 
desire and intention (62).  Despite the dark future that awaits his people, Isaiah continues to 
proclaim the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, who will establish the nation even amidst all of their 
sin (63:9).  He calls the Lord to act on their behalf, interceding for his nation.  He recognizes the 
futility of their righteous acts and the Lord’s anger, yet His providence to form the nation as He 
sees fit (64:5-12).   In the final crescendo of Isaiah’s prophecy, the Lord reveals His 
righteousness in performing all of His judgments upon the nations and His people (65:11-12) 
while His promises to the upright and those who respond to His Servant remain (65:17-25). The 
judgments and promises are sure as He will establish His people and the nations in righteousness 
while also exalting His Servant as ruler of the whole earth. These things will come to pass, but 
He is looking for those who will respond to Him.  He looks upon those that tremble at this word, 
who will humble themselves and believe what He has ordained for the earth (66:1-2).  Those 
who do not respond to this word and God’s plans for the earth will utterly perish, and be brought 
low for all of eternity (66:24).   !
       !


