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I.   INTRODUCTION 

A.  A paradigm is merely a lens in which we view something through.  Many of us have “lenses” through 
which we identify ourselves as members of God’s kingdom (soldier in  God’s army, a child in the 
Father’s house etc.).  The Lord is emphasizing the “bridal paradigm” in this hour, that we would the 
kingdom through the eyes of a Bride with wholehearted, loyal love to the King. 

B. While this is not a new revelation of our identity as believers, it is being emphasized in the body of 
Christ globally like never before in preparation for Jesus’ return.  The power of this revelation lies in the 
fact that we enter into God’s zeal and emotions for us which transforms our emotions.  We begin to enter 
into the delight and pleasure of being loved by God and loving God- which is our highest calling.   

C. The Holy Spirit is releasing this identity to the Body of Christ in this hour.  Revelation 22:17 testifies 
that in the end, the Body will be walking in deep partnership with the Holy Spirit and cry “Come Lord 
Jesus, come!”  It’s not an army, a family, or servant who cries for the Lord’s return; it is a lovesick Bride 
who is prepared to meet her Beloved.   

E. The power of this revelation:  allows us to walk in the deepest places intimacy–sharing His authority, 
walking in the confidence of His affection, and finding fellowship in His suffering–that the first 
commandment would be brought to first place in our life.  This will take place during the most lawless, 
fearful, demonic, and sexually perverted generation in history.  Yet the revelation of Jesus’ beauty as the 
Bridegroom God and His fiery affections for His people that empowers the church to walk in victory in 
preparation to take our place next to Him in the age to come. 

 “Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body…he who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”  1 Cor. 6:13 

 “You shall love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength…”  Mk. 12:30 

F. A word of caution:  This are no sensual overtones to the bridal paradigm whatsoever, and rather focus 
on the adventuresome love that is filled with a spirit of abandonment.  It is through the bridal 
paradigm that sacrificially loving and obeying Jesus makes sense, because we see His jealous love that 
He has for us, and we voluntarily give it back.  This revelation is mostly about God’s passionate 
emotions towards us, and how that transforms our hearts to respond with a spirit of abandon back to 
Him.  It propels us into the first commandment. 



II. TRANSFORMATIVE REVELATION:  LOVE POURED OUT 

A.  Jesus’ love and beauty greatly impacts our hearts.  When we respond in love, He is also greatly moved.  
The relationship between Bridegroom and Bride is not mostly about mercy, but rather about the pursuit 
and affection poured out from both parties. 

  
 “You have ravished My heart, My sister, My spouse…” SOS 4:9 

B. Different from the Father who loves us, when we begin to see Jesus as a Bridegroom who jealously 
pursues, it confronts every area of our life.  A man leaves his father’s house and cleaves to his wife, 
forever.  If we are sons, we are free to leave the Father’s house.   But as a Bride, all of life is shared 1

forever.  Life is hindered when the smallest sin is introduced in the midst of that covenantal relationship.  
Jesus is a Bridegroom who is jealous to have every area of our heart.  This revelation propels us into 
the 1st commandment because it exposes God’s desire to have all  of us, just as a bridegroom does his 
bride.  

C. The distinction of us relating to God as a bride rather than sons is drawn out clearly in Luke 15 and John 
12.  In Luke 15, the Father waits patiently for the prodigal son to return, and when he does he receives 
mercy and a great inheritance.  The Father gives extravagantly and pours out an abundance of mercy.  
Yet in John 12, we see Jesus, the Bridegroom who left all to pursue the Bride.  Mary understood this, 
and she in turn pursued Jesus’ heart by pouring out all that she had upon Him.  She gave Jesus the 
fullness of her heart in response to His pursuit of her.  Its the son who returns to receive.  Its the lovesick 
Bride who pursues to pour out. 

 E. It is the Bridegroom that pursues.  The Father waits patiently for the child to return home, yet it is the 
Bridegroom who sends out a search party to call forth His bride to be prepared for the wedding day.  It is 
the Bridegroom who violently chases after the object of His affection.  You can disregard the loving 
father who waits at home, but you can’t escape the jealous pursuit of a lover who consistently is 
asking you to become one with Him.  

 “And it shall be, in that day…that you will call me My Husband… 19I will betroth you to Me 
forever…” Hosea 2:16, 19 

F. The bridal paradigm brings forth the 1st commandment into our lives as it confronts us in a way that no 
other paradigm does.  When we live in this reality, all of our life becomes important- what we do with 
our time, money, our resources, our energy.  It draws us out of boredom, complacency,  and fear, and 
allows us to fully give ourselves to the Bridegroom God.   

 Timothy Keller- The Meaning of Marriage, 137-1381



III.   ASPECTS OF THE BRIDEGROOM MESSAGE 

 A. Intimacy with God:  We were made to experience God’s emotions, know His thoughts, and be confident 
of His commitment to us to motivate us to love Him wholeheartedly and walk in obedience.  He 
fashioned us to be indwell by His Spirit that we would know Him more intimately than anyone else. 

“For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  For what man knows the things of 
man except the spirit of the man…?…Now we have received…the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.”  1 Cor. 2:10-12 

B. Partnership: Jesus shares His name, authority and power with us and wants to share His kingdom with 
us for all eternity. 

“To him overcomes I will grant to sit with Me [Jesus] on My throne…”  Rev. 3:21 

“The glory which You gave Me I have given them…Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me 
may be with Me where I am , that they may behold My glory…” (John 17:22-24) 

C. Delight:  Jesus has delight for His people.  He is not a distant removed King but is a  Bridegroom 
that has tender affections for His people.  He allows the weak love of   humans to move His 
heart as He beholds us. 

19“He delivered me because He delighted in me.  35Your gentleness has made me great.” (Psalm 
18:19, 35). 

D. Secrets:  Jesus knows and understands the secret parts of our life that no one else sees or understands.  
He comes to weep with us in our place of struggle and pain, while rejoicing with us in moments of 
triumph.   

E. Cherishing: We are cleansed and made whole by Jesus cherishing our hearts. 

“He might…cleanse her…by the Word…27present her…a glorious church…29for no one ever hated 
his flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, as the Lord does the church.” (Eph. 5:26-29) 

F. Beauty:  We are invited in to gaze upon the beauty of Jesus to fascinate our hearts. Jesus   desires 
 for us to be fascinated by Him. 

 “One thing I have desired of the LORD…to behold the beauty of the LORD… (Psalm 27:4) 

 “Father I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold 
My glory which You have given Me…” John 17:24 

G. Fiery affections:  With the same zeal that God loves God, so He has loved us.  We are invited into God’s 
pure, holy and intense love. He loves us with His “all” and He wants us to love Him with all in return. 



 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.”  (John 15:9) 

H. Abandonment:  We are designed to live with the 1st commandment in first place in our lives.  A man 
does not marry his wife out of mercy, but for her exclusive love and partnership.  

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.”  (Matthew 22:27) 

I. Response:  As we begin to understand God’s fiery affections, it propels our hearts to respond with the 
same affection and devotion. 

IV. JESUS’ EMPHASIS THAT HE IS A BRIDEGROOM 

A. All throughout the Old Testament, the Lord revealed to Israel that He was a bridegroom who desired 
wholehearted love.  He made a covenant with them, yet over and over again they broke the covenant and 
acted more like a “harlot” than a “bride.”   

 “I remember you, the kindness of your youth, the love of your betrothal, when you went after Me in 
the wilderness…14 Return…for I am married to you.”  Jer. 2:2, 3:14 

B.  Their harlotry was already known, and God promised to make a new covenant to give them (and us) a 
new heart and new mind so that we could become the faithful, righteous, and beautiful bride worthy of 
Jesus.  

 “Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry, for the land has committed great 
harlotry by departing from the LORD.”  Hosea 1:2  

  
 “I will sprinkle clean water on you, then you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness 

and from all your idols.  26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you…27 I will put 
My Spirit within you…” Ezekiel 36:25-27 

C. The Bridegroom Himself became the new covenant for us.  Jesus laid down His own life that we might 
be given a new spirit (the Holy Spirit) so that we could love God with the same love that God loves God.  

 “Father I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold 
My glory.”  John 17:22-24 

 “…he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him…”  1 Cor. 6:17 

D. Jesus public ministry began at a wedding (John 2:1-12), and ended declaring that the kingdom of God 
was like a wedding (Matthew 22:1-14).  In one of His last teachings to His disciples, He declared that at 
the end of the age , ministry would be effective as we prepare for the wedding and store up the oil of 
intimacy with Him (Mt. 25:1-13). 



E. Jesus declared that He was the Bridegroom God (Mt. 9:14-17).  He revealed that His followers would 
fast for two primary reasons: 

  1.                           To prepare us in humility for future ministry (9:16)   
 2. To transform our hearts to receive the fullness of His glory (9:17) 
     

V. ENTERING INTO OUR ETERNAL GLORY AS THE BRIDE OF CHIRST 

A.   Just as Eve was given to Adam to reign over all the earth with him, so the bride of Christ was given to 
Jesus from every tribe, nation, and  tongue to be His eternal partner.  This was a promise from the 
Father, that Jesus would have an eternal bride.  

“I will give you the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.”  
Psalm 2:8 

B. Jesus will have both the mandatory worship of the nations, but also the voluntary love of those who 
respond to the call to “come to the wedding!” (Matt. 22:1-14) As those who respond, it is our eternal 
purpose prepare ourselves to be fully His and partner with Him to take back the earth under His 
righteous reign. 

 “Let us be glad and rejoice, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and the bride has made herself 
ready.”  Rev. 19:7 

 “The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.  Rule in the midst of Your enemies!  Your 
people shall be volunteers in the day of your power…”  Ps. 110:2b-3 

C. We lack understanding of the beauty of Jesus, so much so that when we hear, “God loves you,” it 
doesn’t move our hearts.  (Think of the “nerd” telling you he likes you compared to the powerful, 
handsome, popular jock!)  When we see Jesus rightly, our hearts want to respond in wholehearted 
abandon.  We can ask Holy Spirit to “give us wisdom and revelation”  (Eph. 1:17) regarding who Jesus 
is, that we might see Him rightly, that we might love Him rightly.   We pray “Show me the beauty of the 
Bridegroom God- let me know His affections for me!” 

D. Without God pouring out His love into our hearts, we cannot love Him in abandonment.  It is Holy 
Spirit’s “job” to give to the church the revelation of the Beauty of Jesus as our Bridegroom that we 
might come into our bridal identity and offer our voluntary love.  He is so willing to do this as we ask 
Him!  

 “We love Him because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

 “But when the Helper comes…He will testify of Me…He will guide you into all truth… and He will 
tell you things to come.  He will glorify Me…”  John 15:26; 16:13-14a  

  



E. The Holy Spirit calls us to the wedding and washes us with the word (Eph. 5) to remove every spot and 
wrinkle to prepare us for His return.  He will have a rejoicing Bride who will partner with Him to rule 
over the nations. 

“Let the saints be joyful in glory…6 let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged 
sword in their hand, to execute vengeance on the nations…” Ps. 149:5-7 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise from the ends of the earth…13 the Lord shall go forth 
like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal…He shall prevail against His enemies.”  Is. 42:10, 13 

F. The end of history as we know it ends with a Bride fully united with the Spirit of God (Revelation 
22:17), and she will arise with Him to rule over the nations. She has prepared herself and made herself 
ready to partner with Jesus to release His glory on the earth. His glory indwells the Bride and she shines, 
her light touching the nations.  

 “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.  10And he carried me away…and showed me the 
great city, the holy Jerusalem…11having the glory of God.  Her light was like a most precious stone…
23the city had no need for the sun…for the glory of God illuminated it…24and the nations of those 
who are saved shall walk in its light…”  Revelation 21:9-11, 23-24 


